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These minutes were approved by the Torrington Board of Education on May 21, 2008.

TORRINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION

 REGULAR MEETING

May 7, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Cavagnero at 7:15 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: Mr. Broverman, Mr. Cavagnero, Miss Laus, Mr. Lyons, Mr. Mattiello (arrived @ 7:30), Mr. Nargi, Mr.Oliver, Mrs.Raymond, Prof. Royals, Mr. Rubino (arrived @ 8:15 p.m.), Ms. Palladino (left @ 8:20), Dr. O'Brien, Dr. Campbell, Ms.Haynes

Members Absent: Mayor Bingham, Mr. Good, Ms. Kruse

SCHOOL/COMMUNITY SESSION

There were no citizen requests to address the Board on agenda items.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion to approve tonight's agenda

Mr. Oliver moved and Mr. Lyons supported the approval of tonight's agenda with the modification to table item #2 on Consent Agenda, Agreement Between Education Connection and Torrington Public Schools for Food Service Program, 200. This item will be placed on the May 21st Board Agenda. The motion carried. The vote was unanimous.

Motion to approve minutes

Miss Laus moved and Prof Royals supported the approval of the regular BOE minutes of April 23, 2008. The motion carried. The vote was unanimous except for Mr. Nargi who was opposed and Mr. Rubino who abstained. Mr. Lyons moved and Mr. Broverman supported the approval of the expulsion hearing minutes for Student A of April 29, 2008. The motion carried. Mr. Rubino, Mr. Lyons, and Mr. Broverman were in favor. Mr. Oliver, Mr. Nargi, Mr. Cavagnero, Prof. Royals, Mrs. Raymond, and Miss Laus abstained. Mr. Broverman moved and Mr. Rubino supported the approval of the expulsion hearing minutes for Student B`of April 29, 2008. The motion carried. Mr. Broverman, Mr. Lyons, and Mr. Rubino were in favor. Mr. Oliver, Mr. Nargi, Mr. Cavagnero, Prof. Royals, Mrs. Raymond, and Miss Laus abstained.

INFORMATION SHARING SESSION

Student Representative Reports

Ms. Palladino gave a report regarding THS, Southwest, Forbes, Torringford, and TMS.

Superintendent's Report
Dr. O'Brien reported that THS achieved full continuing accreditation. She personally recognized and thanked Dr. Elaine Bascette, Sharon Lam of West Hartford, Judy Katzman of Bloomfield, Steve McGraf of Litchfield, and Dr. John Metallo. CONSENT AGENDA

Miss Laus moved and Mr. Mattiello supported approving the consent agenda. The motion carried. The vote was unanimous.

1.
Certified Staff Resignations
Andrea Falkner, Music-DW(ea), resigned eff 6/30/08

DISCUSSION ITEMS

7.1 
PARENT COMMUNICATIONS

a. PARENT CONTRACTS

b. "THE BOARD" PAMPHLET

Dr. Campbell gave a brief presentation regarding parent contracts explaining their basic content, language, and purposes. Dr. Campbell and Dr. O'Brien then discussed with the Board issues encountered with the contracts since they are not legally binding, translation of the contract into Spanish, consequences to students exiting the program, a workshop to educate parents regarding the contracts, how this document compares to the PPT process as far as professionals and parents agreeing on an approach, companion documents regarding the exit process, program discipline steps and expectations, and where students go if they are not successful in the program. Mr. Broverman commented he thinks an assumption is being made that parents understand why they are being asked to do this. He asked if a line may be added that cooperation between the school and the parents is essential to the success of the student. He added that it would be a good idea to tell the parents what the district is promising them and their children. Percentage of students served by the programs was also discussed.

7.2 DEBRIEF BOARD OF FINANCE HEARING

Dr. O'Brien reported that she was very pleased with the support the budget, the Board, the Superintendent, administration, and faculty received at the hearing, and felt that much constructive criticism was given. Mr. Cavagnero clarified a comment that he made and reported that the public hearing was very much in support of the budget which is now in the hands of the Board of Finance.

7.3 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Dr. O'Brien reported that the budget that was constructed last year will stay without any other amendments or changes, and that the out-of-school prohibition which was discussed at a previous meeting will being taking place on January 1, 2009 instead of July 1, 2008, and the State Department of Education now plans to provide guidance in terms of what this bill actually means. She also reported CABE is having a legislative wrap-up in a week in Hartford, and Dr. Campbell is planning to go to get the final culmination of which bills have passed, what those bills mean, and then the translation into action of those bills for local school districts. That information will then be shared with the Board in June.

ACTION ITEMS

8.1 
APPROVE ALL-STAR TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT - 7/1/2007 THRU 6/30/2012

Mr. Oliver moved and Mrs. Raymond supported a motion to approve the All-Star Transportation Agreement - 7/1/2007 thru 6/30/2012. The motion carried. The vote was unanimous.

COMMENTS FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER No comments were given.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Mr. Lyons reported that Awards Night will be held on May 22nd at 7 p.m. in the gym. Mr. Ray Neag will be the recipient of the THS Distinguished Alumni Award.

Mr. Broverman stated that policy committee is waiting until after the budget to set a date to start looking at the minutes issue and any changes in policy.

ITEMS FOR THE UPCOMING AGENDA

Dr. O'Brien reported for May 21St discussion, Dr. Metallo and Colonel Gabor are going to share their efforts with cooperating districts regarding the JROTC program and raising enrollments. Also as a placehold, the May 20th BOF meeting debrief. The action items include receiving the monthly financial statement, approving budget transfers if any, and receiving a modification of a Northwest Community College course from Dr. Olson. Also, the BOE budget review revisions if needed based on the actions of the BOF on May 20th, the healthy foods certification for the Food Service Program, and the Ed Connection Food Service contract for review.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Cavagnero adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m.

